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Welcome
This guide has been written for persons who are considering adopting

children who are not their stepchildren. 

The information below is intended to give you an outline of the steps to

take to help you decide whether adoption is right for you and your family

and to help you understand if you are able to meet these children’s right

to be raised in a family.

This guide is developed from: 

(1) the Social Regulatory Standards – Adoption of Children, and 

(2) the Guidelines on the Standards for Adoption of Children.

This Guide applies to the adoption of children who were born locally as

well as children who were born and are currently living abroad.
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I would like to begin by saying that,
in the last two years we have
achieved positive results in the
intercountry adoption sector. The
year 2017 was a record year and
the results achieved during the
current year are also very positive.
At the same time, we achieved an
agreement with another country –
Bulgaria. 

We have to bear in mind that we
are dealing with a very delicate
sector that involves minors, and
which exposes these children to
vulnerability if somehow treated
unfairly. This is one of the reasons
why we have set up the Social Care
Standards Authority. This Authority
will be monitoring and regulating
these services, along with others,
to ensure that such services are
provided with quality standards. 

We are taking this initiative in order
to enhance the adoption sector,
and thereby markedly improve the
quality of service offered to
prospective adoptive parents. 

Given the delicate nature, it is
imperative that there is a
continuous commitment to
improve the process and Social
Regulatory Standards in this
sector. 

It is important that everything is
done correctly and ethically even
though the process may be long
and complex, because Malta and
the countries from where children
are adopted have to follow legal
obligations.

This Government is continuing to
facilitate the process for adoption,
and to safeguard the rights of the
children and the adoptive families.
To alleviate some of the financial
burdens, this Ministry is giving
10,000 to persons who adopt

children from other countries. I am
sure that whoever takes on the
responsibility of caring for adopted
children does so with passion and
dedication. 

Once again I reiterate my personal
commitment, as well as the
Government’s commitment, to
continue to assist in every
adoption as far as possible. 

We are committed in developing
new opportunities to adopt
children from both the European
Union and as well as other
countries, whilst strengthening the
fostering sector in Malta.

Michael Falzon

Minister for the
Family, Children’s
Rights and Social
Solidarity

FOREWORD
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The Social Care Standards
Authority is hereby publishing the
first Social Regulatory Standards
for the Adoption of Children.

In the past weeks the Authority has
launched a collaborative platform
and these Standards are a
subsequent measure. The aim is to
increase collaboration and to
simplify the processes in this
sector. In the coming year, the
Authority will be launching the first
national strategy for the Adoption
of Children. These measures will be
conducive in having a strategy
which will amplify the work
achieved and realise the
aspirations that we have for this
sector.

The Social Regulatory Standards
for the Adoption of Children mark
a major reform, which will lead to a
new era in the Social Welfare’s
Regulatory field. The new model
being used by the Authority will
serve as a guide to all Accredited
Agencies, professionals, as well as

adoptive parents. These standards
will encourage dialogue and
collaboration that will ensure high
quality service in the child
adoption sector.

Over the past months, the
Authority has worked intensively
to guarantee that the Standards
are simplified by focusing on the
needs of adoptive children whilst
addressing the adoption
processes.

For the first time these Social
Regulatory Standards are enforced
by a Legal Notice and this is being
made in the best interest of
adoptive children. It is worth
mentioning that together with
these Standards, a set of
Guidelines will be published to
assist the Accredited Agencies and
professionals in their work. An Easy
Read version of the Standards will
also be published, written in a way
which will avoid the use of
technical jargon with the aim of
reaching everyone.

Matthew Vella
Chief Executive
Officer

Social Care
Standards
Authority
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SOME WORDS AND PHRASES COMMONLY USED IN ADOPTIONS:

‘Accredited Agency’
means an agency that is authorised by
the Maltese Central Authority to carry
out local and/or intercountry adoptions. 

‘Adoption Board’ 
means a board composed of a chairman
and at least four other persons that,
amongst other functions, makes
recommendations regarding persons’
suitability and eligibility to adopt, to the
Court in Malta and/or the Maltese
Central Authority.

‘Birth Family’ 
means the natural family

‘Birth Parents’
means the natural mother and/or father

‘Central Authority’ 
means an authority that authorises an
agency to carry out adoptions and
monitors adoption proceedings. In
Malta, the Central Authority is the Social
Care Standards Authority –
www.scsa.gov.mt 

‘Country of Origin’
in respect of inter-country adoption,
means the country where the child was
born and from where a child is adopted.

‘Court’  
means the Civil Court (Voluntary
Jurisdiction Section) in Malta.

‘Inter-country Adoption’ 
means an adoption of children who
reside in another country whilst the
adoptive parents reside locally. Once
adopted, the children will reside locally
with their adoptive parents.

‘Local Adoption’ 
means an adoption that involves
adoptive parents and children that prior
to adoption habitually reside in Malta.

‘Prospective Adoptive Parents’ 
means a person or persons that have
been approved by the Adoption Board
as eligible and suitable to adopt
children.

6
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WHERE TO START:

You should contact one of the
accredited agencies. The current
accredited agencies contact
information can be found here  -
www.scsa.gov.mt 

The accredited agency will set up an
appointment with you to give you an
overview of the requirements and the
procedure to adopt children. 

Should you wish to go for an inter-
country adoption, the accredited
agency will also give you information
on the countries where you would be
able to apply to adopt children. 

The accredited agency will also give you
the above information in writing so that
you can go over it in your own time
before deciding whether you wish to
proceed or not.

Once you decide to use the services of
a particular accredited agency, you will
be asked to fill in an application form. 

The accredited agency will inform you
within five days whether your
application has been accepted or not.

If your application has been accepted,
the accredited agency invites you to
enter into a written agreement. This
agreement will list the services related
to adoptions that the accredited agency
offers as well as the financial costs of
these services.

7
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PREPARING TO BECOME AN ADOPTIVE PARENT:

You will attend a course for persons
wishing to adopt children run by the
accredited agency.

This course is intended to help you
prepare to adopt and raise children by
exploring and dealing with subjects such
as particular parenting skills adopted
children require, effects on children that
have not lived with or were removed from
the home of their birth parents, and where
to seek further support for the children or
yourselves.

The course is spread over a number of
days so that you are able to go over what
has been discussed. If you feel you wish to
discuss any particular subject in more
detail, the accredited agency will arrange
this even on a one-on-one basis.

You should have completed this training
within a maximum of six months from the
date you had applied with the accredited
agency.
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HOW TO BECOME AN APPROVED PROSPECTIVE ADOPTIVE
PARENT:

Once you have completed the
course for persons wishing to adopt,
the accredited agency’s social
worker will contact you to explain
the process of compiling a home
study report and of applying to the
Adoption Board to be approved as a
prospective adoptive parent.

The accredited agency’s social
worker will draw up a ‘home study
report’ based on a series of
interviews with you and other
supporting documents s/he 
`will request from you.

The accredited agency’s social
worker will explain the findings of
this report to you and you will be
given the opportunity to read it as
well.

The Adoption Board will base its
decision, on whether to approve you
as a prospective adoptive parent, on
this report as well as other
reports/documents that it may
request.

The accredited agency’s social
worker will guide you through this
process, including explaining the
Adoption Board’s decision and
making plans to enhance your
application if necessary.
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APPLYING TO ADOPT CHILDREN:

Once the Adoption Board issues its
approval for you to be considered
prospective adoptive parents, the staff at
the accredited agency will take the
necessary steps to apply on your behalf
to adopt children as well as keeping you
informed of the process. 

The process of applying to adopt
children varies from one country to
another. In general, the staff will compile
a dossier of documents including the
approved home study report and
medical information about you for you
to be approved by the authorities of the
particular country to adopt children
from that country.

Once you are matched with potential
children, you will receive information
about these children through the
accredited agency staff. This
information usually includes
information about the children’s
medical status and other background
information.

The children’s medical status requires
clearance from the Maltese health
authorities. The accredited agency will
guide you through this process.

You can go through the children’s
information and decide whether you
want to go ahead and adopt the
children or not. 
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ADOPTING CHILDREN:

Once you have been successfully
matched with children, the accredited
agency’s staff will guide you through
the process of formalising the adoption. 
The process of formalising an adoption
varies from country to country but will
involve spending some time with the
children and getting to know them. 

The accredited agency’s staff will guide
you through the legal steps to be taken
to formalise the adoption, including
putting you in touch with recognised or
authorised entities or persons that can
support you through this process.

In some countries the adoption is
formalised through a court decree
issued by the country’s courts. In this
case you will need to apply to the
Maltese court to recognise the adoption
decree so as to be able to register the
children as Maltese citizens. 

Once the children are adopted, the
accredited agency’s staff will give you
information on how they can support

you and the children as well as point out
other specialised entities that can be of
help when raising adopted children.

Once the children are adopted, the
accredited agency’s social worker will
visit from time to time to follow up on
the children’s progress. The number of
visits and their frequency is determined
by the authorities of the country where
the children were adopted from.

The accredited agency’s social worker
will write up a ‘Post Adoption Report’
each time s/he visits and sends this
report to the authorities of the country
where the children were adopted from.

When you are involved in a local open
adoption, the accredited agency’s social
worker will discuss with you and seek
your opinions on the content of the
adoption agreement and how this is
reviewed and changed as the children
grow older. An open adoption is an
adoption whereby the children stay in
contact with their birth family.

11
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SOME LEGAL MATTERS THAT GOVERN THE ADOPTION OF CHILDREN:

1. The procedure for adopting
children is regulated by the Adoption
Administration Act (2008) & Chapter 16
of the Civil Code. 

2. When considering adopting
children who live in another country,
the Hague Convention on Protection of
Children and Co-operation in respect of
Intercountry Adoption (1993) also
applies.

3. Children may only be adopted if
it is considered to be in their best
interest. This means that the country
where the children live would have
taken steps to help children live with
their birth family and grow up in the
community they were raised. When this
is not possible, alternative care
arrangements, such as fostering or
adoption by persons who live in the
same country, are made. When the
above arrangements cannot be made,
the country where the children live may
decide that it is in the children’s best
interest to be adopted by parents who
live in another country.

4. In Malta, only an accredited
agency or the Central Authority can
make arrangements for the adoption of
children irrespective of whether the
children live in Malta or not. 

5. Private adoptions are not
allowed. Private adoptions are when
adoptive parents make arrangements
and come to an agreement with a birth
family for the adoption of children either
through unauthorised intermediaries or
directly.

6. Independent adoptions are not
allowed. Independent adoptions are
when adoptive parents complete
training with an accredited agency and
fulfill the requirements needed to be
considered prospective adoptive
parents by the Adoption Board but then
proceed to make arrangements and
come to an agreement with a birth
family for the adoption of children either
through unauthorised intermediaries or
directly.
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Social Care Standards Authority
469, Bugeia Institute, St Joseph High Street,
Santa Venera, Malta

www.scsa.gov.mt

©Social Care Standards Authority 2018
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